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INTRODUCTION 


Highlights  of  the  196l  Vital  Statistics  for  Maryland 

I.  Population 

Tho  population  of  Maryland  increased  68,710  or  2.2%  between  July  1, 

1960  and  July  1,  196l,     This  increase  was  the  result  of  a  decrease  of 
2,008  or  0.2%  in  Baltimore  City  and  an  increase  of  70,718  or  3.2%  in  all 
of  the  counties  combined, 

II.  Births 

A.  Trend 

The  number  of  births  to  Maryland  residents  reached  an  all-time 
high  of  78,736  in  196l.     However,  the  birth  rate  of  24.7  per  1000  popula 
tion  represented  the  fourth  successive  annual  drop  since  the  1957  peak 
of  26.3.     This  drop  in  the  birth  rate  was  observed  in  both  whites  and 
nonwhites  for  the  State  as  a  whole,  but  there  was  a  slight  increase 
among  whites  in  Baltimore  City  and  nonwhites  in  the  total  counties.  The 
j  nonwhite  birth  rate  in  1961  was  32.4  and  the  white  rate  was  23.1. 

B.  Age  of  Mothers  of  First  Births 

Out  of  all  first  births  to  resident  mothers  in  the  State  in  1961, 

39^6  per  cent  were  to  mothers  who  were  under  age  20.     This  represents  an 

increase  over  the  rate  of  38.9  per  cent  for  i960  and  a  substantial 

increase  over  the  rate  of  28.0  per  cent  in  1950. 

For  whites,  this  proportion  increased  from  22.0  per  cent  in  1950 
to  34.6  per  cent  in  196l.  For  nonwhites  the  increase  was  from  56.7  per 
cent  in  1950  to  62. 1  per  cent  in  196l. 

C .  Illegitimate  Births 

In  196l,  10.6  per  cent  of  all  births  occurring  in  Maryland  to 
residents  of  Maryland  were  illegitimate.    The  rates  for  whites  and  non- 
whites  are  3«0  per  cent  and  32.7  per  cent  respectively.     In  the  counties 
of  Maryland,  the  median  age  of  mothers  having  illegitimate  children  in 

1961  is  approximately  21  years.  However,  the  mode  or  age  group  with  the 
highest  number  of  illegitimate  births  is  15  to  19  years  of  age. 

\ 

III.  Infant  Deaths 

The  infant  death  rate  in  Maryland  deolined  for  the  third  successive 
year  in  1961,  to  25.4  infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year  of  age)  per 
1000  live  births,  the  lowest  it  has  ever  been.     This  decline  involved 
\  both  whites  and  nonwhites  in  the  total  counties  combined,  and  nonwhites 
in  Baltimore  City.     However,  the  white  rate  in  Baltimore  City  of  24.9 
per  1000  live  births  in  196l  was  slightly  higher  than  the  i960  rate  of 
24.3. 

The  nonwhite  infant  death  rate  in  Maryland  in  196l  was  41.4  and  the 
white  rate  was  20,8. 


£iii  i. 
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IV.  Deaths 

A.  Trend 

The  number  of  deaths  of  Maryland  residents  in  196l  was  27,71^, 
somewhat  lower  than  the  all-time  high  of  27,992  in  i960.     The  death  rate 
of  8,7  per  1000  population  in  196l  is  a  new  low.     The  death  rate  in  196l 
decreased  for  both  whites  and  nonwhites  in  both  Baltimore  City  and  the 
total  counties. 

B.  Leading  Causes  of  Death 

The  five  leading  causes  of  death  in  Maryland  in  I96I  were 
(1)  diseases  of  the  heart,   (2)  malignant  neoplasms,   (3)  cerebral 
hemorrhage  and  other  vascular  lesions,   (4)  accidents  and  (5)  certain 
diseases  of  early  infancy.     This  is  the  same  ranking  of  causes  of  death 
as  was  observed  in  i960. 

In  Baltimore  City  the  five  leading  causes  of  death  in  1961  were 
the  same  as  for  the  State  as  a  whole,  but  certain  diseases  of  early 
infancy  ranked  fourth  and  accidents  ranked  fifth.     In  i960  the  fifth 
leading  cause  of  death  in  Baltimore  City  was  influenza  and  pneumonia 
and  the  accident  category  was  sixth. 

C .  Deaths  in  Hospitals 

The  proportion  of  all  deaths  to  Maryland  residents  which  occurred 
in  hospitals  and  related  medical  institutions  continued  to  increase  in 
196l.     This  proportion  reached  68.1  per  cent,  compared  to  67.3  Pe*"  cent 
in  i960  and  50.6  per  cent  in  1950.     The  196l  figure  for  whites  was  66.5 
per  cent  while  the  nonwhite  figure  was  7^»6  per  cent. 
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TABLE  15.     BIRTHS,  BY  BIRTH  ORDER,  AGS  OF  MOTHER  AND  RACE,  MARYLAND,  196l 


Birth  Order* 

All 
Ages** 

i 

ft.  G  £1 

OF  M 

f\     m     TT  TP 

0  T  H  E 

R 

Under 
15 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45  8 
ovei 

Total  births: 

73,736 

225 

11,903 

25,294 

19,934 

12,764 

6,807 

1,702 

79 

First  child 

20,489 

215 

7,905 

8,464 

2,559 

878 

374 

36 

j 

1 

Second 

18,540 

10 

2,853 

7,985 

4,741 

2,005 

766 

166 

,l\ 

Third 

15,177 

904 

4,968 

4,978 

2,879 

1,183 

249 

12 

Fourth 

9,926 

- 

200 

2,276 

3,294 

2,552 

1,293 

291 

11 

Fifth 

6,070 

27 

990 

2,022 

1,742 

1,049 

228 

11 

Sixth 

3,637 

10 

407 

1,155 

1,087 

768 

200 

8 

Seventh 

2,018 

- 

- 

138 

610 

645 

479 

142 

4 

Eight  or  more 

2,854 

50 

569 

974 

0  On 
009 

•2-2  0 
33o 

23 

JNot  stated 

25 

1. 

O 
O 

c 

0 

2 

1 

z 

Total  white: 

61,242 

43 

7,951 

19,820 

16,076 

10,343 

5,537 

1,391 

65  ■ 

First  child 

16,7^2 

43 

5,749 

7,477 

2,300 

775 

318 

76 

- 

Second 

15,437 

1,766 

6,721 

4,299 

1,798 

696 

146 

7 

1  nira. 

Id  ,  J'+O 

3, 

t ,  j  r  <- 

<- ,  jyd 

C-  c.  J- 

X  c 

Fourth 

7,731 

- 

63 

1,358 

2,700 

2,250 

1,138 

261 

8 

Fifth 

4,287 

4 

402 

1,374 

1,403 

894 

199 

11 

Sixth 

2,311 

123 

630 

786 

598 

167 

7 

Seventh 

1,108 

- 

- 

19 

254 

382 

339 

111 

3 

Eighth  or  more 

1 ,216 

— 

m 

11 

1 1, 1, 
144 

356 

H  /O 

1  f 

Not  stated 

12 

— 

— 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Total  nonwhite: 

17,494 

182 

3,952 

5,474 

3,858 

2,421 

1,270 

311 

14 

First  child 

3,747 

172 

2,156 

987 

259 

103 

56 

10 

1 

Second 

3,103 

10 

1,087 

1,264 

442 

207 

70 

20 

2 

Third 

2,829 

535 

1,264 

606 

287 

108 

28 

Fourth 

2,145 

137 

918 

594 

302 

160 

30 

3 

Fifth 

1,783 

23 

588 

648 

339 

155 

29 

Sixth 

1,326 

10 

284 

525 

301 

170 

33 

1 

Seventh 

910 

119 

356 

263 

140 

31 

1 

Eighth  or  more 

1,638 

47 

425 

618 

411 

129 

6 

Not  Stated 

13 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

*  Based  on  the  current  live  births  plus  all  previous  deliveries  to  the 
mother. 


**  Includes  28  mothers  with  age  not  stated. 
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TABLE  17.     ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS*  BY  BIRTH  ORDER,  AGE  OF  MOTHER  AND  RACE, 

TOTAL  COUNTIES,  1961 
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All 
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Not 
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Statec 
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Eighth  or  more 
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 :  

 :  
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First  child 
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29 
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12 

Second 
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X  LI  J.  J.  'J. 
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Fourth 
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Total  nonwhite: 
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855 

r-  0 1- 
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2o 
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First  child 

750 
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560 

118 

11 
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Second 

362 
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132 

28 

5 
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Third 

292 

85 

140 

3^ 

18 
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Fourth 
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18 

95 

43 

13 
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1 

Fifth 

150 

55 

52 

25 

8 

5 

1 

Sixth 
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29 

37 

23 

13 

1 

- 

Seventh 

71 

12 

32 

18 

5 

4 

Eighth  or  more 

123 

4 

39 

38 

34 

8 

Not  stated 

2 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

 .  1 

*  These  are  births  to 

county 

residents  only, 

occurring  in 

Maryland. 
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